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ABSTRACT

Objective: The goal of this investigation was to examine similarities and differences in childhood sexual abuse (CSA)
characteristics between men and women survivors in outpatient psychotherapy utilizing a substantial sample size of men,
while examining an extensive range of abuse characteristics.
Method: Abuse characteristics of 48 men from an outpatient treatment program for adult survivors of CSA in a
university-based community mental health center were compared with those of 257 women from the same program. Data
on abuse history were collected at admission or as soon thereafter as possible using a structured clinical interview with
established reliability.
Results:Women were significantly more likely to have been sexually abused by a family member. Men were significantly
more likely to report having oral sex performed upon them. Otherwise, no significant gender differences not attributable to
anatomical differences (e.g., vaginal vs. anal intercourse) were found.
Conclusions:The findings suggest that very few differences exist in the nature and extent of CSA reported by men and
women. Thus CSA perpetrated on boys appears largely comparable in nature and extent to that committed against girls.
© 1998 Elsevier Science Ltd
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INTRODUCTION

A SUBSTANTIAL BODY of research has accumulated in recent years on the nature and types of
childhood sexual abuse (CSA) reported by survivors. However, despite considerable investigation
of women survivors, very little attention has been paid to men who were sexually abused as
children (Briere, Evans, Runtz, & Wall, 1988; Browne & Finkelhor, 1986; Faller, 1989; Vander
Mey, 1988). In fact, data from the general population suggest that CSA among men is a widespread
problem, with prevalence estimate rates ranging from 3% to 24% (Finkelhor, 1979, 1984;
Finkelhor, Hotaling, Lewis, & Smith, 1990; Fritz, Stoll, & Wagner, 1981; Fromuth & Burkhart,
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1987; Kercher & McShane, 1984; Risin & Koss, 1988). Therefore, the comparatively limited
research literature on men survivors cannot plausibly be explained by infrequent occurrence of
CSA among men.

Some authors attribute the paucity of research on men survivors to reasons such as
stereotypes about CSA being performed exclusively by older men upon younger girls; the
social stigma associated with acknowledging sexual contact with other men; and societal
expectations that men maintain self-reliance by fending off assaults regardless of age or power
disparities with their attacker (Finkelhor, 1984; Nasjleti, 1980). Perhaps the CSA experiences
of men is also understudied because of mens’ under-representation in clinical populations of
survivors, since men tend to be significantly less likely than women to enter psychotherapy in
general (Kessler, Reuter, & Greenley, 1979; Myers & Weissman, 1980). For example, the ratio
of men to women in the sexual abuse survivors program from which the current sample was
drawn is less than 1:5. In contrast, prevalence estimates of CSA among men and women would
suggest that at least one out of every three survivors is male (see, e.g., Finkelhor et al., 1990;
Fritz et al., 1981).

There are several reasons why additional research on the CSA reported by men is needed. Most
studies that have reported abuse characteristics used community and college samples of men and
women (Baker & Duncan, 1985; Fischer, 1991, 1992; Fritz et al., 1981; Gordon, 1990; Hunter,
1991; Levesque, 1994; Roesler & McKenzie, 1994). Other investigations have been criticized
(Browne & Finkelhor, 1986; Boudewyn & Liem, 1995; Fischer, 1992; Watkins & Bentovim, 1992)
for restricting their participants to women survivors. The examination of clinical samples of men
survivors is especially important since it appears that most survivors in treatment have much more
extensive CSA histories than those in the general population (Gold, Hughes, & Swingle, 1996;
Kelly, Regan, & Burton, 1991; Wind & Silvern, 1992). Additionally, existing studies comparing
the CSA of men and women examine relatively few abuse characteristics (Dhaliwal, Gauzas,
Antonowicz, & Ross, 1996). Moreover, there are many inconsistencies between investigations in
the particular abuse characteristics assessed, and in their findings (Dhaliwal et al., 1996).

In general, previous studies have found no significant gender differences in age at onset of
abuse (Boudewyn & Liem, 1995; Briere et al., 1988; Fischer, 1992; Kendall-Tackett & Simon,
1992). In comparing duration of sexual abuse between genders, two investigations report
longer duration in women abused as children (Hunter, 1991; Kendall-Tackett & Simon, 1992)
and another one found no difference (Gordon, 1990). Most studies indicate that girls are
abused within the family more often than boys (Faller, 1989; Fischer, 1992; Levesque, 1994).
Nearly all existing research shows a preponderance of male perpetrators regardless of the
victim’s gender (Faller, 1989; Fischer, 1992; Gordon, 1990; Hunter, 1991). Hunter (1991) and
Levesque (1994) indicate that boys are more likely to be victims of multiple perpetrators than
girls, while Farber, Showers, Johnson, Joseph, and Oshins (1984) reported no difference. The
use of force and threats by CSA perpetrators was found to be more common among boys by
Pierce and Pierce (1985) and more frequent among girls by Levesque (1994). However, Farber
and colleagues (1984) and Gordon (1990) found no significant gender differences in exposure
to threats and force respectively.

The primary aim of this investigation was to compare the characteristics of CSA reported by men
and women survivors in outpatient psychotherapy. As a more recent review by Watkins and
Bentovim (1992) suggests, although some gender differences may exist, most theorized differences
remain untested. Therefore, the specific goal of this paper was to extend knowledge of similarities
and differences in CSA characteristics between men and women survivors in therapy by utilizing
a sample of men that is substantial in size, while examining an extensive range of abuse
characteristics.
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METHOD

Participants

Participants were 257 women and 48 men seeking outpatient psychotherapy. The main criteria
for admission into the program were that individuals had reached age 16, were reporting a history
of CSA, and were presenting with traumatic aftereffects of CSA. The treatment program’s services
were provided at all three locations of a university-based community mental health center serving
the suburbs of a large metropolitan area in the southeastern United States.

Demographics.The sample ranged in age from 16 to 57, with women having a mean age of 31.79
(SD5 9.01), and men having a mean age of 31.65 (SD5 9.32). Of the total number of participants,
77% identified themselves as White, 7% African American, 10% Hispanic, and 6% of other ethnic
backgrounds. Men and women did not significantly differ in age or ethnic background.

The average level of education was 12.51 years for men (SD5 2.41) and 12.47 years for women
(SD5 2.23). Additionally, 36% of participants indicated that they were employed full-time, 20%
were employed part-time, 43% unemployed; one participant reported being retired. No significant
gender differences were revealed in education or employment status. Additionally, 35% of
participants reported that they were single, 38% married, and 27% separated, divorced, or
widowed. Women were significantly more likely to be currently or previously married,x2 (2, N5
304)5 13.9,p 5 .001. Analyses were performed to assess if a relationship existed between marital
status in adulthood and the abuse characteristics examined in the study. Chi-square analyses were
performed on all categorical variables. ANOVAs were executed on all continuous variables using
marital status as the independent variable. Marital status was not significantly related to any of the
abuse characteristics (p . .05).

Instrument

Data were collected as part of a larger protocol for ongoing research in the sexual abuse
survivors treatment program using a structured clinical interview with established reliability (Gold
et al., 1996). Content coverage of the interview was based on areas identified in previous CSA
literature as relevant (Courtois, 1988; Finkelhor, 1988; Russell, 1986; Wyatt, 1985). In addition to
participant demographic information, interview content areas investigated in the present study
included 32 categorical and three interval variables, which comprised (a) nature of the sexually
abusive acts; (b) demographic characteristics of the perpetrator; (c) participant’s age when the
abuse began; (d) duration and frequency of the abuse; (e) childhood physical abuse experiences;
and (f) coercion strategies used by the perpetrator. The interview was structured so that participants
with multiple abusers provided information pertaining to the molestation committed by each of
their perpetrators, up to a total of three perpetrators. However, only characteristics of the abuse by
the first perpetrator were examined in this study.

A previous study (Gold et al., 1996) assessed reliability for the instrument, based on a
comparison of the interviewers’ ratings and those of an independent rater for 25 separate partic-
ipants. Pearson correlations were used to assess reliability for the continuous variables, yielding
coefficients ranging from .971 to .985. Landis and Koch (1977) indicate that Kappa statistics may
be interpreted as follows: .00 poor; .01 to .20 slight; .21 to .40 fair; .41 to .60 moderate; .61 to .80
substantial; .81 to 1.00 almost perfect. Kappa coefficients for the categorical variables ranged from
.42 to 1.00, with a median value of .80. For the instrument as a whole, over 90% of the total number
of categorical variables examined received coefficients in the substantial to perfect range. All but
one of the categorical variables used in the present study yielded Kappa coefficients of over .61.
One categorical variable relevant to the current study “presence of fondling,” was in the moderate
range (k 5 .56).
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Procedure

In all instances the structured clinical interview was conducted by trained advanced doctoral
psychology student-clinicians who comprised the staff of the sexual abuse survivors treatment
program. Informed consent was obtained from each participant prior to administration of the
interview. Participants were assured that treatment was not contingent upon research participation
in any way. The structured interview was administered in the earliest session possible, in order to
minimize the effects of treatment on the data obtained. Data were collected after the initial intake
session in those instances in which the client did not feel ready to respond to the interview
questions or in which it was the therapist’s judgment that it was clinically contraindicated because
it was likely to create undue distress for the client. However, in the majority of cases, the interview
was completed very early in treatment, as 69% of the participants completed it during the initial
intake session, and 92% of them by the fifth therapy session. There was no significant difference
between men and women as to when the interview was completed,x2 (2, N 5 283) 5 1.47,p 5
.48.

Analysis

Gender differences in abuse characteristics were assessed by employingt-tests for significant
differences between means for interval data, and chi-square tests for categorical data. In order to
control for Type I error, a Bonferroni adjustment was made, resulting in the adoption of an alpha
level of .0014 for all statistical tests.

RESULTS

Frequencies and percentages of item responses for men and women participants, along with the
results of corresponding analyses, are presented in Table 1. Among the items pertaining to which
sexual acts comprised the CSA, oral sex performed by the perpetrator was significantly more likely
to have been experienced by men. Women were significantly more likely to have been sexually
assaulted by a family member than were men. Men and women did not significantly differ in terms
of whether their perpetrator was a man or woman. An overwhelming majority of participants, 97%
of men and 96% of women, reported that their perpetrator was a man. None of the other perpetrator
characteristics significantly differentiated men and women participants, nor did the total number of
perpetrators who abused them.

The remaining differences between men and women in the sexually abusive acts they had been
subjected to were related to anatomical gender differences. Vaginal intercourse was reported
significantly more often by women, and anal intercourse and anal penetration with objects
significantly more often by men. However, when collapsed into single variables, there was no
significant difference between genders in either intercourse or penetration with objects.

The age at onset of sexual abuse ranged from 1 to 17 for men (M 5 7.15,SD5 3.61), and ranged
from below age 1 to age 17 for women (M 5 6.99, SD 5 3.66), with no significant gender
difference (t 5 .28, p 5 .78, df 5 286). The age at which sexual abuse ended ranged from age 3
to 18 for men, and from before age 1 to 37 for women, with an average of 11.00 for men (SD 5
3.97) and 12.10 for women (SD5 5.28), which was not a significant difference, (t 5 21.60,p 5
.11,df 5 77.4). The duration of sexual abuse ranged from less than 1 year to 14 years for men and
from less than 1 year to 28 years for women, with an average of 3.77 years for men (SD5 4.00)
and 5.04 years for women (SD 5 5.24), with no significant difference found, (t 5 1.81,p 5 .07,
df 5 74.7). Similarly, no significant difference was found in the frequency with which men’s and
women’s CSA occurred (see Table 1).
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Table 1. Frequencies of Childhood Sexual Abuse Characteristics Among Men and Women

Men Women

N x2 (df)% (n) % (n)

Sexually Abusive Acts
Asked to participate in sexual behavior 68 (27) 59 (133) 267 1.12 (1)
Fondling of perpetrator 78 (32) 82 (183) 265 0.30 (1)
Masturbation of self while perpetrator watched 16 (6) 11 (24) 257 0.73 (1)
Masturbation of perpetrator 47 (18) 43 (93) 255 0.27 (1)
Digital penetration 50 (17) 60 (129) 249 1.21 (1)
Oral sex by perpetrator 67 (26) 33 (171) 255 16.01 (1)*
Oral sex by participant 57 (21) 42 (92) 257 2.87 (1)
Intercourse (vaginal or anal) 63 (22) 45 (100) 255 3.67 (1)

Vaginal intercourse 4 (1) 42 (93) 247 15.93 (1)*
Anal intercourse 53 (21) 10 (21) 256 45.03 (1)*

Intercourse attempted that did not occur 31 (11) 32 (66) 243 0.03 (1)
Penetration (vaginal or anal)

With objects 26 (8) 13 (29) 249 3.35 (1)
Vaginal with objects 0 (0) 12 (27) 247 3.88 (1)
Anal with objects 20 (8) 5 (10) 260 12.55 (1)*

Exposure by perpetrator 80 (33) 61 (138) 269 5.98 (1)
Voyeurism by perpetrator 44 (17) 49 (107) 256 0.43 (1)
Exposure of the participant 54 (22) 55 (125) 267 0.04 (1)
Pornography shown to participant 23 (9) 27 (60) 260 0.40 (1)
Pornography made of participant 5 (2) 6 (13) 254 0.05 (1)

Perpetrator Characteristics
Perpetrators 294 7.69 (3)

One acting alone 36 (16) 36 (89)
.1 acting separately 33 (15) 48 (120)
.1 acting together 9 (4) 3 (7)
At least 1 instance by 1 and at least 1 instance of several

acting together 22 (10) 13 (33)

100 (45) 100 (249)
Relationship to perpetrator 296 11.94 (1)*

Family member 46 (21) 72 (179)
Non-family member 54 (25) 28 (71)

Sex of perpetrator 296 0.69 (2)
Male 96 (44) 97 (243)
Female 4 (2) 2 (6)

Frequency of abuse 260 3.41 (4)
,10 times 34 (14) 36 (78)
Monthly or less than monthly 5 (2) 6 (14)
Weekly 12 (5) 20 (44)
Several times per week 29 (12) 27 (59)
Daily abuse 20 (8) 11 (24)

100 (41) 100 (219)
Physical Abuse

By the perpetrator at some time 58 (26) 41 (99) 287 4.39 (1)
Frequency accompanying sexual abuse 275 4.01 (2)

Always or usually 30 (13) 18 (41)
Occasionally or rarely 11 (5) 9 (20)
Never 59 (26) 74 (170)

In childhood by someone other than perpetrator 75 (33) 58 (143) 290 4.45 (1)
Physically violent parents 58 (23) 57 (135) 278 0.01 (1)

Neglect
Physical neglect 22 (10) 34 (84) 295 2.27 (1)

Coercion by Perpetrator
Threats of force 37 (16) 28 (64) 270 1.41 (1)
Actual force 51 (22) 43 (100) 274 0.09 (1)
Gifts promised 18 (8) 17 (39) 275 0.04 (1)
Actual gifts 25 (11) 36 (84) 278 1.96 (1)

* p , .0014.
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DISCUSSION

The results of this investigation reveal surprisingly few differences between men and women in
the nature and characteristics of CSA experienced. The plausibility of this conclusion is bolstered
by the extensive number of CSA characteristics assessed in the current investigation.

Among the few differences that were discovered, several appear attributable to the anatomical
differences between men and women. Previous studies exploring abuse characteristics typically
have not factored in anatomical gender differences to account for differential abuse experiences.
For example, Kendall-Tackett and Simon (1992) and Levesque (1994) both indicate a significantly
higher frequency of anal intercourse among men than women survivors. Although our study
supported these authors’ findings, introducing the possibility that anatomical differences may
account for discrepant abuse characteristics between genders resulted in substantially different
findings regarding both penetration with objects and intercourse.

The present study discovered that men were more likely than women to have had oral sex
performed on them by the perpetrator, while men and women did not differ in oral sex performed
by the participant. Farber and colleagues (1984), Levesque (1994), and Pierce and Pierce (1985) all
found a significantly higher rate of oral intercourse among boys than girls. In contrast, Kendall-
Tackett and Simon (1992) found no gender differences in rates of oral sex. None of these studies,
however, differentiated oral sex performed by the perpetrator from oral sex performed upon the
perpetrator by the participant.

The difference between genders in whether the perpetrator was a family member is perhaps the
most salient finding in the current investigation, and is one of the most consistently reported in the
research literature (Faller, 1989; Fischer, 1992; Gordon, 1990; Levesque, 1994). Women were over
21

2
times more likely to have been abused by family members than by nonrelatives, while men were

more likely to have been abused by nonfamily members.
Overall, very few differences were identified in the nature and extent of CSA reported by men

and women in the present investigation. For instance, out of 15 CSA acts, only one, oral sex
performed upon the victim, was found to have been experienced by significantly different
proportions of men and women survivors. This suggests that CSA perpetrated on boys is largely
comparable in nature and extent to that committed against girls. Of course, one limitation of this
study is that although our sample of men was appreciable in size, it is possible that our sample size
was still not large enough to achieve sufficient power to detect some actual gender differences.
Moreover, findings from the current, clinical sample may not be generalizable to the nonclinical
population of survivors. Further gender comparisons of CSA characteristics in diverse samples of
survivors are therefore needed.

Men survivors are grossly under-represented in the empirical literature on CSA (Dhaliwal et al.,
1996). Unless this problem is corrected, we have no way of knowing whether CSA is a comparable
phenomenon among girls and boys, and therefore if assessment and treatment strategies developed
for women survivors are applicable to men. Our findings suggest that few differences exist in the
characteristics of CSA experienced by men and women survivors, raising the additional question
of whether CSA has divergent long-term effects on men and women. Additional research is needed
to explore the issue of long-term effects more fully.

REFERENCES

Baker, A. W., & Duncan, S. P. (1985). Child sexual abuse: A study of prevalence in Great Britain.Child Abuse & Neglect,
9, 457–467.

Boudewyn, A. C., & Liem, J. H. (1995). Childhood sexual abuse as a precursor to depression and self-destructive behavior
in adulthood.Journal of Traumatic Stress, 8, 455–459.

1010 S. N. Gold, J. D. Elhai, B. A. Lucenko, J. M. Swingle, and D. M. Hughes



Briere, J., Evans, D., Runtz, M., & Wall, T. (1988). Symptomatology in men who were molested as children: A comparison
study.American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 58, 457–461.

Browne, A., & Finkelhor, D. (1986). Impact of child sexual abuse: A review of the research.Psychological Bulletin, 99,
66–77.

Courtois, C. (1988).Healing the incest wound: Adult survivors in therapy.New York: Norton.
Dhaliwal, G. K., Gauzas, L., Antonowicz, D. H., & Ross, R. R. (1996). Adult male survivors of childhood sexual abuse:

Prevalence, sexual abuse characteristics, and long-term effects.Clinical Psychology Review, 16, 619–639.
Faller, K. C. (1989). Characteristics of a clinical sample of sexually abused children: How boy and girl victims differ.Child

Abuse & Neglect, 13, 281–291.
Farber, E. D., Showers, J., Johnson, C. F., Joseph, J. A., & Oshins, L. (1984). The sexual abuse of children: A comparison

of male and female victims.Journal of Clinical Child Psychology, 13, 294–297.
Finkelhor, D. (1979).Sexually victimized children.New York: Free Press.
Finkelhor, D. (1984).Child sexual abuse: New theory and research.New York: Free Press.
Finkelhor, D. (1988).Lasting effects of childhood sexual abuse. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.
Finkelhor, D., Hotaling, G., Lewis, I. A., & Smith, C. (1990). Sexual abuse in a national survey of adult men and women:

Prevalence, characteristics, and risk factors.Child Abuse & Neglect, 14, 19–28.
Fischer, G. J. (1991). Is lesser severity of child sexual abuse a reason more males report having liked it?Annals of Sex

Research, 4, 131–139.
Fischer, G. J. (1992). Gender differences in college student sexual abuse victims and their offenders.Annals of Sex

Research, 5, 215–226.
Fritz, G. S., Stoll, K., & Wagner, N. N. (1981). A comparison of males and females who were sexually molested as children.

Journal of Sex and Marital Therapy, 7, 54–59.
Fromuth, M. E., & Burkhart, B. R. (1987). Childhood sexual victimization among college men: Definitional and

methodological issues.Violence and Victims, 2, 241–253.
Gold, S. N., Hughes, D. M., & Swingle, J. M. (1996). Characteristics of childhood sexual abuse among female survivors

in therapy.Child Abuse & Neglect, 20, 323–335.
Gordon, M. (1990). Males and females as victims of childhood sexual abuse: An examination of the gender effect.Journal

of Family Violence, 5, 321–332.
Hunter, J. A. (1991). A comparison of the psychosocial maladjustment of adult males and females sexually molested as

children.Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 6, 205–217.
Kelly, L., Regan, L., & Burton, S. (1991).An exploratory study of the prevalence of sexual abuse in a sample of 16- to

21-year-olds. London, UK: The Polytechnic of North London.
Kendall-Tackett, K. A., & Simon, A. F. (1992). A comparison of the abuse experiences of male and female adults molested

as children.Journal of Family Violence, 7, 57–62.
Kercher, A. C., & McShane, M. (1984). The prevalence of childhood sexual abuse victimization in an adult sample of Texan

residents.Child Abuse & Neglect, 8, 495–501.
Kessler, R. C., Reuter, J. A., & Greenley, J. R. (1979). Sex differences in the use of psychiatric outpatient facilities.Social

Forces, 58, 557–571.
Landis, J. R., & Koch, G. G. (1977). The measurement of observer agreement for categorical data.Biometrics, 33, 159–174.
Levesque, R. J. R. (1994). Sex differences in the experience of child sexual victimization.Journal of Family Violence, 9,

357–369.
Myers, J. K., & Weissman, M. M. (1980). Psychiatric disorders and their treatment: A community survey.Medical Care,

18, 117–123.
Nasjleti, M. (1980). Suffering in silence: The male incest victim.Child Welfare, 59, 269–275.
Pierce, R., & Pierce, L. H. (1985). The sexually abused child: A comparison of male and female victims.Child Abuse &

Neglect, 9, 191–199.
Risin, L. I., & Koss, M. P. (1988). The sexual abuse of boys: Childhood victimizations reported by a national survey. In

A. W. Burgess (Ed.),A research handbook(pp. 91–104). New York: Garland.
Roesler, T. A., & McKenzie, N. (1994). Effects of childhood trauma on psychological functioning in adults sexually abused

as children.Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, 182, 145–150.
Russell, D. (1986).The secret trauma: Incest in the lives of girls and women. New York: Basic Books.
Vander Mey, B. J. (1988). The sexual victimization of male children: A review of previous research.Child Abuse & Neglect,

12, 61–72.
Watkins, B., & Bentovim, A. (1992). The sexual abuse of male children and adolescents: A review of current research.

Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 33, 197–248.
Wind, T. W., & Silvern, L. (1992). Type and extent of child abuse as predictors of adult functioning.Journal of Family

Violence, 7, 261–281.
Wyatt, G. E. (1985). The sexual abuse of African American and White American women in childhood.Child Abuse &

Neglect, 9, 507–519.

RÉSUMÉ

Objectif: Le but de cette enqueˇte a été d’examiner les similitudes et les diffe´rences des caracte´ristiques de l’abus sexuel
au cours de l’enfance entre les survivants masculins et fe´minins en psychothe´rapie, utilisant un e´chantillon de taille
suffisante d’hommes et examinant une grande se´rie de caracte´ristiques.
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Méthode: Les caracte´ristiques liées àl’abus sexuel de 48 hommes, faisant partie d’une consultation psychothe´rapeutique
spécialisée dans un centre de sante´ mentale universitaire ont e´té compare´es àcelles de 257 femmes, issues du meˇme
programme the´rapeutique. Les donne´es concernant l’histoire de l’abus ont e´té rassemble´es àl’admission ou tout de suite
après, utilisant un interrogatoire clinique structure´ à faibilité établie.
Conclusions:Les donne´es sugge`rent qu’il existe tre`s peu de diffe´rence dans la nature et la gravite´ de l’abus sexuel au cours
de l’enfance rapporte´ par les hommes et les femmes. L’abus sexuel des garc¸ons au cours de l’enfance apparaıˇt comme tre`s
comparable en nature et en gravite´ à l’abus des filles.

RESUMEN

Objetivo: El objetivo de esta investigacio´n fue examinar las semejanzas y diferencias en las caracterı´sticas entre hombres
y mujeres en psicoterapia ambulatoria que eran sobrevivientes del abuso sexual en la infancia (CSA) utilizando una muestra
substancial de hombres, mientras se examinaba una amplia gama de caracterı´sticas del abuso.
Método: Se compararon las caracterı´sticas del abuso en 48 hombres de un programa de tratamiento ambulatorio para
sobrevivientes adultos de CSA en un hospital universitario situado en un centro de salud mental comunitario con las de 257
mujeres del mismo programa. Los datos de la historia del abuso se tomaron durante la admisio´n o tan pronto como fue
posible utilizando una entrevista clı´nica estructurada con validez comprobada.
Resultados:Las mujeres eran significativamente ma´s abusadas sexualmente por un miembro de la familia. Los hombres
reportaban significativamente ma´s ser receptores de sexo oral. Por lo dema´s, no se encontraron otras diferencias signifi-
cativas en base al sexo que no estuvieran relacionadas con diferencias anato´micas (e.g., penetracio´n vaginal versus anal).
Conclusiones:Los hallazgos sugieren que existen muy pocas diferencias en la naturaleza y la extensio´n del CSA reportado
por hombres y mujeres. De manera que el abuso sexual en la infancia (CSA) perpetrado en muchachos parece ser
ampliamente comparable en naturaleza y extensio´n con el que se comete contra las muchachas.
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